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OVERVIEW  AND  INTRODUCTION 

Welcome  to  this  workshop  on  the  skills  component  of  the  1981  Social 
Studies  Curriculum.   During  the  workshop,  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
examine  the  two  categories  of  skills  outlined  in  the  new  guide.   The  two 
kinds  of  skills,  inquiry  and  participation,  provide  a  format  that  students 
can  use  in  exploring  complex  issues.   You  will  also  have  the  opportunity  to 
use  this  model  guide.   Finally,  you  will  be  able  to  examine  the  guide  to 
identify  those  skills  that  are  prescribed  for  a  specific  grade  level  topic. 

The  activities  in  each  section  of  the  workshop  have  been  designed  for 
individual  and  group  participation  with  minimum  direction  (or  interference) 
by  the  presenter.   It  is  suggested,  therefore,  that  each  group  select  one 
person  to  act  as  an  informal  group  leader  and  "clock  watcher",  so  that  the 
activities  can  be  completed  within  the  allotted  time  limits. 

Suggested  Times 


Section  One 
Section  Two 

Section  Three 
Section  Four 
Section  Five 


-  Why  These  Skills? 

-  A  Process  for  Social 
Inquiry 

-  Mini-Simulation 

-  Classroom  Realities 

-  Social  Action 


10  minutes 

15  minutes 
40  minutes 
10  minutes 
15  minutes 


SECTION  ONE 


THESE  SKILLS? 


The  statement  you  are  about  to  read  introduces  the  skills  included  in 
the  1981  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum  and  outlines  the  importance  of 
this  component.   After  reading  the  article,  you  will  be  asked  to  discuss 
three  brief  statements.   This  section  should  take  about  ten  minutes  to  complete. 

Why  These  Skills? 

"Nothing  is  certain  but  death  and  taxes."  Well,  that  may  have  been 
true  in  Benjamin  Franklin's  day,  but  to  remain  true  in  Canada  today, 
it  would  have  to  read,  "Nothing  is  certain  but  death,  taxes,  and 
change." 

We,  in  our  society,  have  a  great  deal  of  personal  freedom  and  an 
ever-widening  range  of  choices  in  which  to  exercise  that  freedom.   At 
various  points  in  our  lives,  we  must  make  choices  -  career  choices,  enter- 
tainment choices,  political  choices,  moral  choices.   We  make  choices  in  our 
food,  clothing,  mode  of  transportation,  and  general  lifestyle.   We  choose 
with  whom  and  where  to  live,  which  people  to  call  friend,  and,  in  some  cases, 
who  we  will  consider  our  family.   Furthermore,  as  Gail  Sheehy,  author  of  the 
popular  book  Passages,  points  out,  the  choices  we  make  at  one  stage  of  our 
lives,  while  perfectly  adequate  at  that  time,  don't  necessarily  remain  valid 
for  the  later  stages  or  times. 


There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  this  trend  will  continue  and  that 
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even  greater  personal  freedom  will  result.   As  Canadians,  we  have  as  much  or 
more  personal  freedom  than  any  other  people  in  the  world.   But  the  price  is 
heavy  in  terms  of  the  added  stress  that  continual  change  and  the  burden  of 
making  choices  brings  to  our  lives. 

How  do  we  learn  to  live  with  freedom  and  the  wide  range  of  choice  that 
this  freedom  brings?   Canadians  must  be  skilled  at  assessing  choices;  we  must 
be  good  at  analyzing  the  alternatives  and  foreseeing  the  possible  results  of 
each  choice.   We  have  to  be  confident  of  our  ability  to  make  decisions.   We 
must  be  able  to  develop  not  only  a  personal  plan  of  action  for  any  given 
situation,  but  also  group  plans  of  action  when  necessary.   This  ability  to 
work  co-operatively  to  solve  common  problems  is  a  key  skill  for  citizens  of 
our  society. 

The  skills  we  need  in  order  to  cope  with  our  dynamic,  freedom-oriented, 
and  ever-changing  society  are  stressed  in  the  Social  Studies  Curriculum. 
Students  also  face  a  world  marked  by  change  and  choice.   To  prepare  them  for 
their  role  in  this  kind  of  world,  the  1981  Curriculum  calls  for  the  teaching 
of  eight  areas  of  inquiry  skills  and  four  areas  of  participation  skills. 

The  inquiry  skills  are  those  which  help  in  making  decisions  at  any  level. 
They  include  research  skills,  the  skills  in  making  or  applying  decisions,  and 
evaluation  skills.   Together,  all  eight  skills  form  an  inquiry  process  or 
model  which  can  apply  to  instruction  plans  at  any  grade  level  or  to  individual 
issues  and  choices.   The  model  can,  of  course,  be  modified  to  suit  specific 
situations  such  as  changes  of  topic,  content,  resources,  or  student  maturity. 

In  addition  to  the  inquiry  skills,  four  participation  skill  areas  are 
suggested.   We  do  not  live  and  work  in  isolation  and  the  skills  required  to 
work  co-operatively  are  important  ones  for  students  to  master.   These  include 
communication  skills,  being  able  to  interpret  ideas  and  feelings,  the  skills 
of  participating  in  groupwork  and  decision-making,  and  finally,  the  ability 
to  contribute  to  a  sense  of  community.   The  participation  skills  have  a  more 
immediate  application  to  the  situations  students  meet  outside  of  school  and 
are,  therefore,  important  to  develop  at  an  early  age  and  to  continue  to 
develop  through  to  adult  life.   If  students  are  encouraged  to  work  together 
during  class  time  while  investigating  an  issue,  they  can  develop  both  the 
participation  skills  and  the  inquiry  skills  that  are  appropriate  at  their 
level  of  maturity. 

The  goal  for  us,  as  teachers,  is  to  help  students  learn  to  explore 
issues  effectively.   As  the  issues  that  face  our  society  become  more  and 
more  complex,  we  will  need  people  who  can  analyze,  explore  and  resolve  these 
issues  effectively. 

These  are  the  greatest  intellectual  skills  that  a  teacher  can  foster  in 
a  student. 

1.  Read  the  section  in  the  curriculum  guide  under  the  headings  "Inquiry 
Skills"  and  "Participation  Skills",  pages  8  and  9.   Indicate  how  the 
skills  component  of  the  curriculum  contributes  to  the  attainment  of  the 
objectives  of  the  curriculum?      ^  ^   o  ^/Ho  tj 

2.  Select  a  grade  level  topic.   What  skills  for  that  topic  are  to  be 
emphasized?  Which  are  to  be  given  less  emphasis? 
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Does  the  Process  for  Social  Inquiry  enable  all  skills  that  you  consider 
to  be  important  to  be  taught? 


SECTION  TWO 
A  PROCESS  FOR  SOCIAL  INQUIRY 

In  this  section,  you  will  be  examining  the  inquiry  model  to  determine 
how  various  student  activities  fit  into  the  model.  Section  Two  should  take 
about  20  minutes. 

First,  look  at  the  Skills  section  of  the  curriculum  .   Working  as  a 
group,  examine  the  student  activities  listed  on  the  chart.   Decide  which  of 
the  eight  inquiry  skills  each  activity  is  an  example  of  and  tell  why.   Some 
activities  may  actually  illustrate  more  than  one  inquiry  skill,  but  choose 
the  best  one.   Be  prepared  to  defend  your  choice. 
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SECTION  THREE 
TO  SELL  OR  NOT  TO  SELL 


An  Inquiry  Exercise 


This  section  will  give  you  an  opportunity  to  use  the  inquiry  process  in 
a  very  simple  problem  situation.   This  is  a  mini-simulation  involving  change 
and  choice.   In  this  simulation,  each  of  you  will  assume  the  roles  of  Town 
Councillors  of  Nouville.   Your  task,  as  a  group,  will  be  to  attempt  to  resolve 
an  issue,  hopefully,  within  40  minutes. 

{)Jho  ciAe.  Vou? 

Member  of  Nouville  Town  Council 

Wk^Ae,  cLfto.  you? 

Town  Council   Chambers 

(fJhy  oAz  you  hoAz? 

To  resolve  an  issue  in  regards  to  the  sale  of  Lake  Shore  property. 

HoM  do  wz  pftOdZO-d? 

(1)  Quickly  select  a  council  chairman. 

(2)  Read  over  consultant's  report  on  Council  Decision-Making  Process. 
(The  Council  requested  a  consulting  firm  to  design  for  them,  a 
more  efficient  way  of  reaching  decisions.   Too  many  long  wasteful 
sessions ! ) 

(3)  Read  over  agenda,  letter  from  S.T.  Merchant,  letter  from  Joe  Good- 
heart,  memo  from  Art  Clerke,  and  review  map  of  area  in  question. 

(4)  Use  the  process  for  decision-making  as  outlined  by  the  consultant. 
(His  eight-step  process  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  the  inquiry 
model  on  pages  8  and  9  of  the  1981  Curriculum  Guide.) 

The  problem  raised  in  the  simulation  is  quite  clearcut  and  requires 
little  additional  factual  information.   Because  of  this,  the  steps  in  the 
inquiry  process  can  be  followed  rather  quickly.   Of  course,  in  a  complex 
issue,  just  one  step  might  take  several  hours  of  work.   If  clarification  of 
any  steps  is  required,  refer  to  pages  8  and  9. 

Following  the  simulation,  read  the  section  on  "Participation  Skills"  on 
page  9  of  the  curriculum  guide.  Try  to  identify  the  participation  skills  and 
inquiry  skills  your  group  used  in  working  through  the  simulation. 

At  the  completion  of  this  exercise,  you  should  have  a  fairly  clear  idea 
of  how  the  inquiry  and  participation  skills  interact  to  provide  a  process  that 
students  can  use  in  exploring  complex  issues. 

(5)  What  skills  of  the  inquiry  process  did  you  use? 

(6)  Is  the  inquiry  model  a  "lock-step"  procedure? 
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AGENDA 


1.  Call  to  order. 

2.  Minutes  of  Last  Meeting 
(adopted  as  previously  circulated) 

3.  Old  Business:   Consultant's  Report — Summary  (The 

report  was  given  to  council  previously. 
This  is  simply  the  one-page  summary 
requested  by  council  members  at  the 
last  meeting. ) 

4.  New  Business:   Offer  to  purchase  Lake  Shore  property 

a)  Letter  from  National  Widgits,  Inc., 
clarifying  their  offer  to  purchase. 

b)  Letter  from  Nouville  Recreation 
Association  opposing  the  purchase. 

c)  Memo  from  Art  Clerke,  Town 
Treasurer. 
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CONSULTING    LTD. 


COUNCIL  DECISION-MAKING  PROCESS 
(A  Suiranary  of  the  Report  by  AB  and  C  Consulting  Ltd.) 


1.  What  is  the  issue  to  be  resolved? 

2.  State  the  issue  in  a  concise  question  and  decide  how  to 
proceed  to  answer  it. 

3.  Gather  and  organize  data  dealing  with  the  question. 

4.  Analyze  and  evaluate  the  assembled  data. 

5.  Synthesize  the  data. 

6.  Resolve  the  issue  by  answering  the  question. 

7.  Carry  out  the  decision  if  it  is  feasible  and  practical. 

CFor  purposes  of  the  simulation,  "councillors"  should  discuss 
kinds  of  problems  they  would  have  implementing  the  hypothet- 
ical decision.) 

8.  Evaluate  the  decision,  how  it  was  arrived  at,  and  the 
resulting  action  (if  any) .   (For  purposes  of  the  simulation 
indicate  some  method  that  the  council  could  use  to  evaluate 
its  decision. ) 


-    8   - 


NATIONAL 
WIDGITS    INC. 


552  Crowther  Avenue, Toronto,  Alberta 


April   22,    1981 


Nouville  Town  Council 
1032  -  48  Street 
Nouville,  Alberta 

Gentlemen: 


I  am  replying  to  your  letter  of  April  5th,  requesting 
some  clarification  of  our  recent  offer  to  purchase  land 
bordering  on  Paradise  Lake. 

The  offer  of  $4,000,000.00  is  for  the  ten-acre  parcel 
that  was  specified  in  the  original  offer.   We  could  not 
possibly  accept  a  different  ten  acre  plot  since  the  widgit 
factory  we  intend  to  construct  requires  a  stable  and  constant 
water  source  as  part  of  the  cooling  mechanism.   This  would  be 
amply  provided  for  by  the  lake. 

Of  course,  the  proximity  of  the  town  and  feasibility  of 
expansion  to  provide  housing  for  the  expected  200  workers  for 
the  plant  are  also  very  desirable  features.   Our  policy  is 
to  hire  personnel  locally,  whenever  possible,  but  I  antici- 
pate the  need  to  import  at  least  part  of  the  necessary  labour 
force  for  the  plant. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  this  clarifies  our  position.   I 
look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon  regarding  our  offer. 


Yours  truly. 


S.  T.  Merdhant 
Executive  Vice-President 
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■yiOUVILLE 


SSOCIATION 

April  15,  1981 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor 

We  have  just  recently  heard  that  a  large  manufacturing  company  wants 
to  buy  Paradise  Beach  and  put  up  a  factory  on  it.   We  don't  need  to 
tell  you  what  a  terrible  thing  that  would  be  for  our  town. 

Paradise  Beach  is  an  important  recreation  area  for  this  town.   You 
will  remember  the  survey  we  conducted  last  year.   We  found  that: 

83  per  cent  of  the  townspeople  had  gone  swimming  there  at  some 

time  during  the  last  year 
34  per  cent  go  fishing  regularly 

26  per  cent  of  the  families  have  one  or  more  boats 
93  per  cent  participated  in  the  annual  town  Sports  Day  there  in 

June 
75  per  cent  have  gone  for  picnics  or  other  non-water  activity  at 

the  beach  in  the  last  year. 

These  forms  of  recreation  are  important  to  many  people  in  Nouville, 
and  Paradise  Beach  is  the  only  part  of  the  lake  that  will  support 
these  activities.   As  you  know,  the  water  level  in  the  lake  changes 
from  year  to  year,  leaving  most  of  the  lakeshore  swampy  and  unusable. 
We  have  only  one  area  of  stable  lake  shore  and  that  is  Paradise  Beach. 
The  natural  sand  washes  up  on  this  part  of  the  shore  and  two  years 
ago,  the  association  brought  in  extra  loads  of  sand  to  help  build  up 
the  beach  area. 

Another  concern  that  we  have  is  the  company's  need  to  be  next  to  the 
lake.   What  will  they  be  doing  to  the  water?   Will  they  be  using  it 
as  a  dumping  ground  for  polluting  chemicals,  or  will  they  be  using 
our  small  lake  to  cool  the  machinery  and  in  that  way  change  the  basic 
temperature  of  the  lake,  killing  the  fish? 

In  either  case,  we  would  be  very  much  opposed  to  the  misuse  of  our 
lake  in  this  way.   We  hope  that  you  and  the  town  Council  will  turn 
down  this  proposal  and  ensure  that  Paradise  Beach  will  be  preserved 
for  the  use  of  the  townspeople. 

Sincerely  yours 


Joe  Goodheart,  President 
NOUVILLE  RECREATION  ASSOCIATION 


-   10   - 


\Xly 


MEMORANDUM 

TO:  PHINEAS   T.    MUDDLEMAN,    MAYOR 

FROM:  ART    CLERKE,    TOWN   TREASURER 

DATE:  April   23,    1981 

RE:  PROJECTED   REVENUE   FROM   SALE  OF   PARADISE   BEACH 


An   examination  of    the   plans    submitted   by  National 
Wldgits   shows   the   following  possible   revenue   figures: 


1. 
2. 


3. 


Purchase  price 


200  Additional  Jobs 
Annual  town  revenue  esti- 
mated at  $1,000.00  per 
local  job  held  (miscellaneous 
taxes,  fees,  offences,  etc.) 

Direct  taxation  of  the 
Company 


$4,000,000.00 

$200,000.00  per  year 


$400,000.00  per  year 


It  would  appear  that  the  annual  revenue  could  be  in 
excess  of  $600,000.00.   This  would  be  more  than  adequate  to 
meet  the  costs  of  the  much  needed  upgrading  of  roads  and  sewer 
systems.   In  addition,  the  purchase  price  itself  could  provide 
the  council  with  an  opportunity  for  necessary  capital  expendi- 
tures as  discussed  at  previous  council  meetings. 


Art  Clerke 
Town  Treasurer 
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SECT I  on  FOUR 
CLASSROOM  REALITIES 


In  Section  Four,  we  return  to  the  reality  of  the  classroom.   Choose 
a  topic  at  a  particular  grade  level  and  examine  the  skill  objectives  that 
are  listed  in  the  curriculum  guide.   Using  the  circle  chart  provided  in 
this  manual,  write  in  the  spaces  provided,  the  particular  inquiry  skills 
provided  for  the  topic.   Have  all  steps  in  the  process  been  provided  for? 

Now,  examine  the  participation  skills  listed  for  your  topic.   Discuss 
where  on  the  circle  these  particular  skills  may  be  best  developed. 


SECTION  FIVE 
SOCIAL  ACTION 


One  of  the  critical  skills  to  be  developed  is  that  of  applying  a 
decision.   This  is  also  know  as  social  action.   Teachers  should  provide 
for  the  development  of  this  skill  as  much  as  they  do  for  each  of  the  other 
skills.   However,  there  are  many  considerations  that  must  be  thought  out 
before  proceeding  with  various  forms  of  social  action.   Examine  the 
accompanying  chart  that  outlines  a  few  examples  of  social  action.   Discuss 
in  your  group  the  appropriateness  of  these  activities  in  relation  to  the 
grade  you  were  using  for  the  first  part  of  this  activity.   If  time  allows, 
list  some  criteria  that  would  make  some  of  these  activities  appropriate  — 
e.g.,  legal  questions,  feasibility,  community  attitudes,  etc. 
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-  if  the  political  party  advocates 
the  violent  overthrow  of  the 
government  and  the  genocide  of 
specific  ethnic  groups. 

-  if  the  student  was  old  enough 

-  if  the  party's  ideology  and 
platform  did  not  conflict  with 
the  student's  values. 

- 

Example  -  The  student  decided  to  join 
political  party. 

1.   The  student  decides  to  try  to 

reduce  the  amount  of  energy  he  or 
she  uses  in  daily  living. 

2.   A  group  of  students  decide  to 

picket  a  landlord  who  is  charging 
what  they  feel  to  be  overly-high 
rents. 

3.   A  group  of  students  decide  to  use 
their  social  studies  periods  to 
help  out  at  a  Senior  Citizens' 
home. 

4.   A  group  of  students  decide  to 

publish  a  weekly  newsletter  indi- 
cating which  of  three  local  grocery 
stores  have  the  best  prices. 

5.   A  group  of  students  enter  a  walk- 
a-thon  to  raise  money  for  third 
world  countries. 
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UNIT  STRUCTURE  AND  ORGANIZATION: 
FLOW  CHART 


• 


Unit  Format 

Process  o)'  Inquiry 

Activities 

Questions  Guiding  Inquiry 

PAI'.T  I 
OPKNF.R 

Awareness 

Focus  on  iriajor  value  issue 

Identilying  tlie  Issue 

Developing  research 
questions 

1.  Conflicting  Values 

2.  Dilemma:  The  Right 
to  Write 

3.  Defii.ing  the  Issue: 
Freedom/ Control 
Values 

Inventory 
(Pre-ter.t) 

To  what  extent  should  the  Canadian 
government  protect  individual  riglits, 
and  to  what  extent  should  it  guarantee 
social  order? 

Wtiat  Is  the  nature  of  the  conflict 
between  freedom  and  control? 

What  questions  must  be  answered 
before  I  can  come  to  a  conclusion 
on  the  main  issue? 

Wliat  are  my  Initial  feelings  about 
the  issue? 

PART  II 
RESEARCH 

Kesearcli 

Assemble  evidence 
Evaluate  evidence 

1.  Questions  of  Freedom 
and  Rights 

2.  Questions  of  Order 
and  Control 

3.  Historical  Case  Study: 
Prohibition 

4.  Historical  Case  Study: 
Japanese  Internment 

5.  Historical  Case  Study; 
The  FLQ  Crisis 

6.  Individual  Rights  in 
Canada 

IVhat  is  meant  by  the  term  {^hzzdcm'! 
Vflilch  freedoms  are  important?  Why? 

V.^hat  is  meant  by  the  term  6oc.LpZ 
COntAoi?     ^^fhat  forms  does  it  take? 
What  are  the  merits  of  control? 

What  has  been  the  balance  between 
freedom  and  control  in  Canada? 
How  have  these  values  come  Into 
conflict  in  Canada's  history?  To 
what  extent  have  the  rights  of  the 
individual  taken  precedence  over 
the  maintenance  of  social  order? 

What  rights  currently  exist  in 
Canada?   To  what  extent  are  they 
protected? 

PART  III 
CONCLUSION 

Resolving  Issue 
Refocus  on  issue 
Decision 

Applying  decision 
Action 

1,  Resolving  the  Issue: 
Position  Paper 
Assignment 

2.  Questions  of  Action 

Wliat  should  be  the  proper  balance 
between  freedom  and  control  in 
Canada?  Which  rights  should  be 
guaranteed?   How  should  these 
rights  be  protected?  Under  what 
circumstances  (if  ever)  slould  the 
government  have  the  aut'-ority  to 
take  away  these  rights? 

What  forms  of  action  are  available 
to  the  individual  to  promote  or 
bring  about  his  or  her  view  of  the 
proper  balance  of  freedom  and 
control?  W-.at  si-.ould  I  dc^     What 
factors  will  Influence  my  decision? 

PART  IV 

FINAI.  EVALL'ATIGN 

Evaluate  process 

1.   Freedom/Control 
Values 
Inventory 
(Post-test) 

To  what  extent  have  my  vltws  on 
this  issue  changed? 

What  experiences  in  the  unit 
contributed  to  this  change  or  lack 
of  change? 

How  certain  an  I  of  my  conclusions? 
What  arc  th;  limiting  factors? 

How  do  my  conclusions  and  reactions 
compart:  to  those  of  others? 
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